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PRE-20TH CENTURY 
 
Beckman, James H.  “With Room Enough Beside Our Graves:  The Story of Benny Havens.” 

Assembly  (Jan/Feb 2002):  pp. 48-49 & 58-59.  Per. 
Concise look at legendary purveyor of spirits to USMA cadets. 

 
Blee, Ben W.  "A Farewell to Dutch Courage."  US Naval Institute Proceedings  (Feb 1989):  pp. 64-69. 

Per. 
History and customs of US Navy liquor ration and ship alcohol. 

 
Greene, Duane M.  Ladies and Officers of the United States Army; or, American Aristocracy:  A Sketch 

of the Social Life and Character of the Army.  Chicago:  Central Pub, 1880.  222 p.  U766G74. 
Expose of leaders, especially regarding alcohol abuse. 

 
Gabriel, Richard A., & Metz, Karen S.  From Sumer to Rome:  The Military Capabilities of Ancient 

Armies.  NY:  Greenwood, 1991.  pp. 106-07, 136-37 & 142-43.  U29G233. 
On therapeutic uses of wine as a sun-screen component and antiseptic. 

 
Hanson, Victor D.  The Western Way of War:  Infantry Battle in Classical Greece.  NY:  Knopf, 1989. 

245 p.  U33H36. 
See Chap 11. 

 
Kopperman, Paul E.  “’The Cheapest Pay’:  Alcohol Abuse in the 18th-Century British Army.”  Journal of 

Military History  (Jul 1996):  pp. 445-70.  Per. 
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Luvaas, Jay, ed.  Frederick the Great on the Art of War.  NY:  Free Pr, 1966.  U102F838. 

“If you contemplate some enterprise against the enemy, the commissary must scrape 
together all of the beer and brandy that can be found en route so that the army does not 
lack either, at least during the first days.  As soon as the Army enters enemy territory all 
of the brewers and distillers, especially of brandy, must be seized so that the soldier does 
not lack a drink, which he cannot do without.” 

 
Marten, James.  :Nomads in Blue:  Disabled Veterans and Alcohol at the National Home.”  In Disabled 

Veterans in History.  Ann Arbor, MI:  U MI, 2000.  pp. 275-94.  UB360D57. 
 
_____.  “Out at the Soldiers’ Home.”  Prologue  (Winter 1998):  pp. 304-13.  Per. 

National Soldiers Homes and nearby taverns. 
 
Notes on the Culture, Cure, Manufacture, Inspection and Preservation of Tobacco.  Wash, DC:  n.p., 

1867.  12 p.  UC713K48. 
 
Pack, A. J.  Nelson’s Blood:  The Story of Naval Rum.  Annapolis, MD:  Naval Institute, 1982.  200 p. 

VC365G7P33. 
 
Phalen, James M.  "General Winfield Scott - Sanitarium."  Military Surgeon  (Jun 1942): pp. 694-96. 

Per. 
Scott's 1832 order against drunkenness. 

 
Street, James, Jr.  "Under the Influence."  CW Times Illustrated  (May 1988):  pp. 30-35.  Per. 
 
Warner, Resa L.  “An Analysis of Alcohol Use Among U.S. Military Men:  The Role of Social 

Influences.”  DPH, UCA-Berkeley, 2004.  124 p.  HV5151W37. 
 
 
 
 
1900-1945 
 
Cook, Tim.  “’More a Medicine Than a Beverage’:  ‘Demon Rum’ and the Canadian Trench Soldier  

of the First World War.”  Canadian Military History  (Winter 2000):  pp. 6-22.  Per. 
 
Herman, Bill.  "To the Victor...Hic!"  Army  (Jul 1982):  pp. 55-58.  Per. 

Anecdotes and humor of liberated alcohol in WWII European campaigns. 
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Officials of the Military, Naval and Civilian Services."  Journal of the Military Service 
Institution of the US  (Nov/Dec 1912):  pp. 301-20.  Per. 
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Swift, Henry.  "Drunkenness in the Army."  Journal of the Military Service Institution of the US 

(Mar 1902):  pp. 240-42.  Per. 
Chaplain blames curtailment of post canteen, which had previously sold and controlled 
alcohol. 
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U.S. War Dept.  Sale of Beer and Light Wines in Post Exchanges.  Wash, DC:  GPO, 1903.  525 p 

UC753A3. 
Various reports on prohibition of sales submitted to U.S. House of Representatives. 
Explanatory documents on pp. 7-15, tables of statistics and findings on pp. 16-23, and 
reports from posts on remainder. 

 
Winter, Denis.  Death's Men:  Soldiers of the Great War.  London:  Lane, 1978.  p. 103.  D546W56. 

Describes British rum ration's effect on trench life. 
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Society  (Summer 1991):  pp. 601-18.  Per. 
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Personnel."  Armed Forces & Society  (Summer 1992):  pp. 476-96.  Per. 
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Armed Forces & Society  (Winter 1995):  pp. 271-93.  Per. 
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1979.  pp. 171-81.  UB780B79. 
 
Cragg, Dan.  The NCO Guide.  Harrisburg, PA:  Stackpole, 1986.  131-33.  U123N6. 

See also prior and subsequent issues. 
 
Davison, Michael.  Oral history transcript.  Arch. 

Commentary by CINC USAREUR, early 1970s 
 
Ingraham, Larry H.  The Boys in the Barracks:  Observations on American Military Life.  Phila: 

Institute for Study of Human Issues, 1984.  242 p.  U766I73. 
 
Jeffer, Edward K.  "The Man Who Killed Happy Hour."  Army  (May 1985):  pp. 48-51.  Per. 

Author was instrumental in abolishing it. 
 
Lacking, Charlayne D. B.  “The Lived Experience of Alcohol Consumption by Male Active-Duty 

Soldiers Below the Minimum Legal Drinking Age:  A Qualitative Study.”  PhD dss, Capella, 
2007.  133 p.  HV5151L33. 

 
Sodetz, Frank J.  A Research Perspective on Drug and Alcohol Abuse in the Army.  Report, Walter Reed 

Army Institute of Research, Aug 1983.  11 p.  UM430.53S62. 
 
U.S. Army Ctr of Mil Hist.  Department of the Army Historical Summary:  Fiscal Year 1969-. 

Wash, DC:  GPO, 1975-.  ca 200-300 p. each.  UA24A15. 



Standard format by major subjects; also index. 
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Warsinske, John.  Company Command in Vietnam... Oral History Collections.  Special Bibliography 26, 

Nov 1990.  ca. 250 p.  Z6724H6U55no.26 
See p. 4. 

 
Westmoreland, William C.  Report of the Chief of the United States Army, 1 July 1968 to 30 June 1972. 

Wash, DC:  Dept of Army, 1977.  pp. 51-54.  UA24A4. 
 
 
 
See also: 
-Army Regulation 600-9 (1955), Annex B, MilPub-Regs. 
-Medical Professional Papers (Index Available), Arch. 
-USAWC student papers, Arch: 

Cocke, Eugene (1973) 
Fischer, Arthur (1973) 
Krebs, James (1976) 
Tomberg, Ralph (1973) 

-DOD Directives 1010.2 (1970) & 1010.4 (?) 
 
 
 
 
ALCOHOL PROHIBITION 
 
In 1890 Congress imposed limited prohibition on the Army by banning intoxicating beverages to enlisted 
men at military posts located in states, territories, or counties with local prohibition laws.  However, the 
Army considered beer and light wines to be non-intoxicating and thus allowed their sale and 
consumption in post canteens at the discretion of post commanders. 
 
Congress then expanded Army prohibition with the so-called Canteen Act of 1901, which forbade "the 
sale of, or dealing in, beer, wine or any intoxicating liquors by any person in any post exchange or 
canteen or army transport or upon any premises used for military purposes by the United States."  The 
Secretary of War duly reported that the force and effect of this law had been carried out, and Army 
Regulations contained this particular prohibition statement for the next fifty years.  In practice, however, 
the Army defined "intoxicating" beverages, as those containing "an appreciative quantity of alcohol." 
 
When America entered World War I, Congress extended alcoholic prohibition beyond the Army's post 
boundaries.  Section 12 of the Selective Service Act of 18 May 1917 prohibited intoxicating beverages 
"in or near military camps," which the War Department implemented by establishing a prohibition zone 
five miles wide around each post.  Meanwhile, the same law made it illegal anywhere to sell intoxicating 
beverages to a member of the armed forces in uniform.  Incidentally, the Judge Advocate General's 
Office in 1918--for the first time, perhaps--specifically defined intoxicants, as containing 1.4 percent or 
more alcohol. 
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Interestingly, even after the 21st Constitutional Amendment ended national prohibition in 1933, the 
Army continued to abide by the 1901 prohibition and the World War I standard of 1.4 percent on military 
posts.  Not until midway through World War II did the Army raise its intoxication standard to 3.2 percent 
alcohol, a standard set by Congress a decade earlier.  The Army's intoxication standard and its 
prohibition for military posts continued in force until 1953, when it was  determined that the Canteen Act 
of 1901 had been repealed, in effect, by 1951 amendments to the Universal Military Training and 
Selective Service Act.  Since then, post commanders have controlled the sale and use of intoxicating 
beverages. 
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U.S. War Dept.  Report of the Adjutant-General of the Army to the Secretary of War on the Canteen 
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_____.  Regulations for the Army of the United States, 1901.  Wash, DC:  GPO, 1901.  p. 52. 

UB501.1901. 
See also Army Regulation 210-65 (to 1955). 

 
_____.  A Digest of Opinions of the Judge Advocate General...From July 1, 1912 to April 1, 1917.   

Wash, DC:  GPO, 1917. p. 26.  UB500A2.1912/17. 
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U.S. War Dept.  Selective Service Regulations, 1918.  Wash, DC:  GPO, 1918.  p. 355.  UB343U56. 
 
_____.  Bulletins 45 (23 Jul 1917), p. 1-3; 48 (22 Aug 1917), p. 1; 4 (7 Feb 1918), p. 1; 5 (8 Feb 1918), 

pp. 1-3; and 35 (3 Jul 1918), p. 1.  MilPub-Bulletins. 
 
_____.  Opinions of the Judge Advocate of the Army, 1918.  Vol. II.  Wash, DC:  GPO, 1919.  p. 1041. 

UB500A21. 
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-1920-1940 
 
U.S. War Dept.  Military Laws of the United States, 1921.  Vol I.  Wash, DC:  GPO, 1921.  pp. 614-15. 

UB500.1921.A11v.1. 
Also 7th edition, 1929, pp. 241-42 and 8th edition, 1939, p. 141. 

 
_____.  Digest of Opinions of the Judge Advocate General of the Army, 1912-30.  Wash, DC:  GPO, 

1932.  p. 793.  UB500.1912.30. 
Also edition 1912-40, pp. 110-11. 

 
_____.  Personnel, Military Discipline:  AR 600-10, dated Oct 1929.  p. 4.  MilPub-Reg. 
 
 
-1941-1945  
 
U.S. War Dept.  Circular 29 (25 Jan 1943), p. 2; and Circular 381 (21 Sep 1944), p. 3.  MilPub-Circ. 
 
 
-1945-1955 
 
U.S. Dept of Army.  Installations, Administration:  AR 210-10, dated Jan 1950.  p. 12.  MilPub-Reg. 
 
_____.  Installations, Alcoholic Beverages:  Special Regulation 210-65-1, dated Aug 1953.  MilPub-SR. 
 
_____.  Digest of Opinions--The Judge Advocates General of the Armed Forces, 1954-55.  Vol. 4. 

p. 481.  UB500v.4.1954-55. 
 


